The Weminuche Wilderness is one of the largest wilderness area in the United States and it includes three of Colorado's famous "14ers": Mt. Eolus (14,083 feet), Mt. Windom (14,082 feet), and Sunlight Peak (14,059 feet.) The Continental Divide, which usually has a southerly trend, has a westward bulge through the wilderness known at the "Bend". Elevation ranges from 7,910 feet to 14,083 feet, with an average elevation somewhere around 10,500 feet, making the San Juan Mountains of the Weminuche Wilderness the highest mountain range in North America. Over 500 inches of snow falls annually, and two major rivers, the San Juan and the Rio Grande, originate in the wilderness. The Weminuche Wilderness is along and either side of the Divide from Stoney Pass to Wolf Creek pass. Inside the 80 mile "Bend" are the headwaters of the Rio Grande River and south of the Divide, the creeks and rivers empty into the San Juan River.

Named for the Weminuche (Wem'-in-ooch) Indians, a smaller unit of the Ute tribe, the 433,745 acres are part of the Rio Grande National Forest (established in 1908) and the San Juan National Forest (established in 1907.) The first white men to pass through the region were two priests, Escalante and Dominquez, who went there in 1776 to establish a trail that would connect settlements in New Mexico and California. The first real activity of white men in the Weminuche was in the 1820's when a band of men called the Taos Trappers entered the area to bring back furs. In the 1860's Charles Baker explored the Silverton area, and in the 1870's the Hayden Survey made information available on the rest of the San Juan mountains. 

Some 500 miles of trails, including 80 miles of the Continental Divide Trail are in the wilderness.

Access is from numerous trailheads, and also by means of the Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, which takes backpackers to and from trailheads at Needleton and Elk Park.

Although the western part of the wilderness is rich with high mountains and beautiful scenery, we have found the most spectacular hiking to be on the eastern slope of the Continental Divide. Trailhead access surrounded by Pagosa Springs, Southfork, and Creede are our favorites. Well maintained trails, high country lakes and gorgeous vistas keep us going back year after year.

Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad 
Mesa Verde National Park Guided Tours 
Jeep Tours and Jeep Rentals 
Hayride or Horseback Trailrides & Dinner Cookouts 
River Trips 
Golf Tee Times 
Diamond Circle Melodrama and Vaudeville 
Bar D Chuckwagon Supper and Stage Show 
Guided Fly Fishing Tours and Float trips 
Car Rentals 
Mountain Bike Rentals and Tours 
Stagecoach Dinner Rides and Tours in Mancos 
Stargazing Tour 
Horseback Riding

Rivers – Relax and enjoy a different view of historic Durango as you bounce through fun-filled rapids like Smelter, Sawmill, Santa Rita and Pinball on this half-day river trip down the Animas River. Your guide will share history of the region and stories of local traditions. Half-day raft trips depart 8:30AM and 1:30PM. Full day trip departs 8:30AM and includes lunch. 

Rails – You’ll spend the day riding the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, which winds through the spectacular and breathtaking canyons in the remote wilderness of the two million acre San Juan National Forest. You will relive history with the sights and sounds of yesteryear on this 1882 adventure from Durango to Silverton, Colorado. The coal-fired, steam-operated locomotives are maintained in their original 1923-1925 vintage condition. In Durango, take time to enjoy the Railroad Museum, located in the rail yard roundhouse featuring full-size locomotives, maps, photos, artwork, memorabilia, and authentic collectibles. While in Silverton, visit the Freight Yard Museum at the depot and learn about the history of the Rio Grande Railway as a freight line, enjoy lunch, and stroll this historic town's many quaint shops. 



Mesas – Mesa Verde National Park is home to the ancient ruins of the ancestral Puebloans, a thriving culture and creative people who lived in magnificent cliff dwellings of hand-hewn stone - over six centuries ago! The readers of Conde Nast Traveler magazine rated this internationally known treasure "the #1 historic monument destination of the world!" Make the most of your visit to Mesa Verde National Park with a three-hour, fascinating guided bus tour. The morning tour departs 9:00AM; the afternoon tour departs 1:00PM. Professional park guides will bring the history to life while you explore the haunting cliff dwellings. 

Trails - Discover beautiful La Plata Canyon formed by glaciers during the glacial era where several small waterfalls follow the jeep trails in the springtime. You’ll enjoy seeing lots of wildlife, wildflowers, high-alpine meadows, and avalanche gullies. Following La Plata River (meaning "Silver" in Spanish) to La Plata City, an old mining town, established in 1875 you’ll discover the remnants of old mining claims: a tall intact chimney left from the crew quarters, the framework of old cabins, and tailings piles from actual mining areas. Continue to the peak, Kennebec Pass at 12,000 feet above sea level (and above tree-line). Grand mountain vistas can be seen all the way to Cortez and Telluride from the peak! The half-day tours depart 8:15AM and 1:15PM.

Durango Community Recreation Center
The Durango Community Recreation Center is a 71,557 square foot facility complete with gymnasium, climbing wall, indoor track, fitness equipment and fitness classes, racquetball courts, and aquatics area (including waterslide, leisure pool, and lap lanes.) Day passes are available for $3.50/adult or $2.50/children 4-17 yrs. Open M-F, 6am - 10pm, Sat., 8am - 10pm, Sun., 10am - 6pm. 2700 Main Avenue. 970-375-7300

Sightseeing Trips
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Animas Overlook 
Beautiful views of the Animas Valley are seen on this drive, a series of switchbacks up a gravel road. Children should watch for deer, squirrels and chipmunks along the ride up the mountain leading to the Animas Overlook trail. This spot is a good point to get out of the car and stretch your legs. The short hike leads to the San Juan Mountain Overlook and children can search for signs of wildlife. There are beautiful hiking trails in this area as well. The Colorado Trail leads you along the mountainside following Junction Creek. Be sure to watch for trout in this creek. Maps of the Colorado Trail, actually extending 470 miles to Denver, are available at various locations in Durango. 
Location: From Durango, head north on Main Ave. to 25th Street. Turn left on 25th heading west. Stay on this street, also called Junction Creek Road, for approximately three miles, where it enters the San Juan National Forest. 

Baker's Bridge 
It was Charles H. Baker in 1860, who discovered gold in this area. Shortly after, Baker and a group of prospectors decided to mine on the Animas River. This was the sight of Animas City No. 1, the original settlement in the area that once had 300 residents, eager to cash in on the mining boom. This event led to the construction of the 300 ft Baker's Bridge, which was used for half a century in its original form. The route to the bridge offers a beautiful view of the Animas River Valley and the bridge itself gives a great close-up of the Animas River. Drivers should watch for deer along this forest road. Baker's Bridge is the location of the famous "jump off the bridge" scene in the classic movie - Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. 

Please note - this is a very popular bike route so please watch for bikers - thanks!
Location: Follow Florida Road then turn left on County Road 250. Baker's Bridge is about ten miles down this road.

La Plata Canyon 
For a great day trip combining remnants of old mining towns and far-reaching views of the La Plata Mountains, head to La Plata Canyon, just west of Durango. This canyon offers a beautiful drive through the forest to what's left of La Plata City, an old mining camp. Along the weather-permitting drive, there are waterfalls sure to catch your eye as well as valleys just off the side of the road on the way up the mountain. The road is paved up to the small community of Mayday near the site of Parrott City. Once a gold placer camp and miner's supply town, Parrott City was the county seat in 1876. A cluster of old white frame buildings with red trim stands on the west side of the main street. The first is the old saloon brought down from La Plata City by Billy and Olga Little.
Twenty-seven bullet holes were found in the wail behind the bar - must have been a pretty wild place on Saturday nights! The La Plata River provides outstanding scenery and there are plenty of places along the way to pull over and explore some trails or the banks of the river. There are also numerous locations to have picnics along this scenic drive, on which possible wildlife sightings include deer and elk. If you would like to see what is left of La Plata City, you will need a four-wheel drive vehicle. Four miles up the road is what is left of the city. You will pass the old school house on the west side of the road at the 12,000 ft mountain summit, where you'll find great views of the La Plata Mountains, Junction Creek Canyon, the Animas River Valley, and Durango.

Location: Head west on Hwy 160 to Hesperus. Turn right on La Plata Canyon Road.
Missionary Ridge 
This drive is a series of steep climbs and switchbacks up a gravel road which offers numerous amazing views of the Animas Valley. After climbing Missionary Ridge Road for a little less that six miles, you will come to Wallace Lake turnoff, where you have your choice of several lakes along the ride to stop and admire. Hendersen Lake Road leads to a four-wheel drive road which reaches a wilderness area in about four miles. 
Location: Take 32nd Street off Main Avenue to East Animas Road (County Road 250) and follow it approximately nine miles to the Missionary Road turnoff, on the right. Also, enjoy a short and pleasant hike to the Wallace Lake area.
Purgatory / Durango Mountain Resort
Only 25 miles north of Durango, Purgatory is sure to please everyone, if the drive itself doesn't. There are beautiful views of snowcapped San Juan Mountains along this short journey, and keep your eyes open along the way to look for deer roaming the valley. Once you get to the resort, the choices are endless. You can enjoy lunch at one of several of DMR's fabulous restaurants and visit all of the shops. Ride the chairlift up the mountain and take the Alpine Slide to the bottom. Here you can find horseback riding, several trails for hiking and biking, all with gorgeous views in every direction. If you are lucky enough to visit in the fall, you will have a perfect opportunity to view the golden aspen along the drive. 
Location: Head north on Hwy 550, approximately 25 miles to the Durango Mountain Resort.
Trimble Hot Springs 
The Durango Daily Herald, in a 1883 issue, called it "The Favorite Health and Pleasure Resort of the San Juans". While in town, treat yourself to a visit to Trimble Hot Springs, just six miles north of Durango. In 1874, Frank Trimble, a miner and rancher who lived near the springs, was convinced that the water had a healing effect on him. After Trimble opened the springs to the public, he collected hundreds of testimonials to the water's curative effects. Durango's fashionable families would spend their Sundays hiking to the resort and enjoy tennis, croquet, dancing and of course, swimming. A bike trail provided easy access to the Springs. At one time, two hotels stood on the property, which were both destroyed by fire. Trimble Springs has an olympic-sized pool ranging from 110-115 degrees. The resort also offers body and skin treatments, massages, aqua-aerobics, yoga and a fitness studio. So visit Trimble Hot Springs where even today many bathers claim the waters cure their aches and pains.
If you continue south on County Road 250 about 2.4 miles, you will see a gorgeous waterfall cascading out of the mountain on the right. The waterfall is on private property, 

but is a beautiful view nonetheless. 
Location: Head north on Hwy 5 5 0, approximately six miles and turn left on Trimble Lane and then turn right on County Road 203.
Vallecito Lake 
The drive to Vallecito Lake offers great views of the surrounding snowcapped mountains of the San Juans. Along the drive, deer are almost always a sight in the late evenings in the clearings and sometimes right on the side of the road. The beautiful lake has a 22 mile shoreline and is known for holding Rainbow and German Brown Trout. There are campsites available as well as boat rentals and fishing supplies. There is also a dirt road that goes around and offers great views of the entire lake. This pleasant drive is one in which the entire family should enjoy. 
Location: From Durango, follow Florida Road (County Road 240) fifteen to County Road 501.
Follow this road about ten miles to and around Vallecito Lake.


[image: image2.jpg]


Mesa Verde, Spanish for "green table", offers an unparalleled opportunity to see and experience a unique cultural and physical landscape. The culture represented at Mesa Verde reflects more than 700 years of history. From approximately A.D. 600 through A.D. 1300 people lived and flourished in communities throughout the area, eventually building elaborate stone villages in the sheltered alcoves of the canyon walls. Today most people call these sheltered villages "cliff dwellings". The cliff dwellings represent the last 75 to 100 years of occupation at Mesa Verde. In the late 1200s within the span of one or two generations, they left their homes and moved away. 
The archeological sites found in Mesa Verde are some of the most notable and best preserved in the United States. Mesa Verde National Park offers visitors a spectacular look into the lives of the Ancestral Pueblo people. Scientists study the ancient dwellings of Mesa Verde, in part, by making comparisons between the Ancestral Pueblo people and their contemporary indigenous descendants who still live in the Southwest today. Twenty-four Native American tribes in the southwest have an ancestral affiliation with the sites at Mesa Verde. 
Airport Proximity to Durango

Denver/379

Colorado Springs/312

Gunnison/174

Grand Junction/170

Albuqurque/225

